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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the 
accompanying information is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 
1.98. A Form PTO-1449 listing documents for consideration by the Examiner is enclosed. 

All of the listed documents were previously made of record in prior Application No. 
09/002,040, filed December 31, 1997, now U.S. P. 6,214,876, and in prior Application No. 
09/788/469, filed February 21, 2001, upon which Applicants rely for the benefits provided in 
35 U.S.C. § 120. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, copies of the listed documents are 
not required to be filed herein. 

This statement and accompanying Form PTO-1449 and documents are being 
submitted after a first Office Action on the merits but prior to the closing of prosecution, 
therefore under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) is enclosed. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider the documents listed on the 
attached form PTO-1449 and return an Examiner-initialed copy of said form to the 
undersigned. 
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